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Q1. Answer the following questions in 40-50 words:   

  

1. What important lesson did the narrator learn from the snake?  

2. How did the narrator show presence of mind when he faced the snake?  

  

Q2. Answer the following questions in 100-120 words:  

  

1. Describe the doctor’s feelings when the snake coiled round his arm.  

 

Q3. Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 

correct option.  

 

At my slightest movement the snake would strike me! Death lurked four inches away. Suppose it struck, 

what was the medicine 1 had to take? There were no medicines in the room. I was but a poor, foolish and 

stupid doctor. I forgot my danger and smiled feebly at myself. It seemed as if God appreciated that. The 

snake turned its head. It looked into the mirror and saw its reflection. I do not claim that it was the first 

snake that had ever looked into a mirror. But it was certain that the snake was looking into the mirror. 

Was it admiring its own beauty? 

 

1. What do you think the snake is doing in front of the mirror?  

(i) The snake is giving an alarming look to the doctor. 

(ii) The snake is gazing the narrator who is staring himself into the mirror.  

(iii) The doctor had tamed the snake in front of the mirror. 

(iv) The snake coils on the doctor’s left arm above the elbow and reflects itself in the mirror. 

 

2. What is the economic condition of the doctor? 

 

(i) The doctor has a smooth sailing and is soon planning to marry a practising doctor. 

(ii) The doctor is not economically sound.  

(iii) The doctor owns a garret and is soon going to shift in a new apartment. 

(iv) The doctor is prosperous and has lavish lifestyle. 



 

 

3. What made the doctor smile feebly at himself? 

 

(i) Because at times, he felt oblivious of the danger  

(ii) Because he felt the snake would not cause any harm as he was a poor doctor  

(iii) Because the snake was busy admiring the doctor 

(iv) Because the snake was about to disappear from there.  

 

4. Why did the doctor feel death lurked four inches away? 

 

(i) Because the snake had bitten him and there was no one to get him admitted to hospital 

(ii) Because the hospital was quite far from there 

(iii) Because the snake had coiled around the doctor’s neck and it was only four inches away  

(iv) None of these 

 

5. Why was the narrator looking himself into the mirror? 

 

(i) Because some people for his alliance were about to visit him and he was getting ready 

(ii) Because he was waiting for the snake  

(iii) Because he was waiting for his friends 

(iv) Because he was a bachelor and was trying to boast about himself 

 


